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 Local scientists and teachers unite to bring cutting-edge science to Baltasound Junior High School

Baltasound Junior High School in Unst, Shetland has been chosen by The Royal Society, the UK’s national academy of science, to receive a Partnership Grant that will enable local scientists to work with teachers from the school to implement an innovative science project.

The project, titled Northmavine Geology aims to inspire young people to learn about and value Shetland’s stunning natural heritage, while demonstrating best practice in the delivery of the new Scottish Curriculum for Excellence. Pupils from Secondary One and Two, aged between eleven and thirteen, will take on the challenge of applying science learnt in the classroom to the world around them as they investigate rock formation and tectonic activity in the North Mainland of Shetland.  

The young people will be given the chance to meet and work with local scientists and heritage workers, encouraging them to build and develop their scientific understanding in a way that is exciting, original and relevant to their lives.

Following Shetland’s recent acceptance into the European Geoparks Network, members of Baltasound Junior High School will be working with Robina Barton and her colleagues from Geopark Shetland to explore and interpret the volcanic landscape of Northmavine.  Through a residential field trip, pupils will take on a range of challenges to help them engage with their local geological heritage and landscape.  The project has been designed to allow for pupil engagement at a number of different levels, while the overnight experience will provide an opportunity to expand pupil experiences in working on independent living through ASDAN modules.

The project is based around ‘Shetland’s Volcano – the first of a range of self-guide Geotrails being developed by Geopark Shetland.  All educational materials produced will be made available to other interested schools that wish to engage in this kind of cross curricular working.  

Professor John Pethica FRS, Vice-President of the Royal Society, said: “We’re pleased to be supporting Northmavine Geology at Baltasound Junior High School and are looking forward to seeing this imaginative project come to life over the coming months.

“Science and engineering are exhilarating and dynamic subjects and we hope that by giving teachers the opportunity to introduce innovative science we can help show young people how much fun in real-life these subjects can be, and inspire them to become the inventors, explorers and innovators of the future.”

Robina Barton, Geology Project Officer at Shetland Amenity Trust, which is responsible for managing Geopark Shetland, will be working in partnership with Baltasound Junior High School during the next year. Talking about her involvement in the scheme, Robina said: “One of the key aims of Geopark Shetland is to raise awareness of Shetland’s rich geological heritage.  We are particularly keen to inspire the younger generation and to help them understand the important links between geology and the natural and cultural heritage of the islands.  By bringing to life what pupils learn about in the classroom we can help them to appreciate the impact of science upon their day-to-day activities and understand just how relevant it is to their lives.

Applications for the next round of funding are open until 5 March 2010. Teachers, scientists, engineers and industry partners interested in applying for a Partnership Grant should visit www.royalsociety.org/education.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

  

· The Royal Society is an independent academy promoting the natural and applied sciences. Founded in 1660, the Society has three roles, as the UK academy of science, as a learned Society, and as a funding agency. www.royalsociety.org
· The Royal Society provides strategic and independent advice to the Government, its agencies and key opinion-formers, with the aim of improving science and mathematics education in schools and colleges across the UK. Our key goals are to ensure that we have a science literate public and to inspire as many young people as possible to study science and mathematics post-16.   

· The Partnership Grants scheme offers up to £3000 of funding for schools who, through working in partnership with scientists or engineers, develop and deliver exciting and creative projects to engage young people with science. They allow teachers to increase their scientific knowledge and give scientists and engineers the opportunity to develop their communication skills, and engage with enquiring young minds. Most importantly, these projects give school students a taste of science and engineering today, and their relevance for society.
· Between November 2009 and November 2010, the Royal Society will be celebrating its 350th anniversary, promoting a spirit of enquiry, excitement and engagement with science.  The Society will be working with organisations, across the country to raise the profile of science and bring scientific activities to new audiences.  This will include:
· A unique nine-day science festival in the summer of 2010, held at Southbank Centre in London.  It will include an enhanced version of the Society’s annual summer science exhibition, which gives visitors the opportunity to meet the scientists and engineers at the forefront of the UK’s research activities and to explore their work through interactive exhibits.  There will also be collaborations with artists and performers, debates, broadcasting and the participation of audiences. 

· A comprehensive programme of public lectures, debates and discussion meetings, exploring some of the most fascinating and ground-breaking areas of science, at the Society’s premises in Carlton House Terrace.

· The Capital Science programme (London) – the Society will be working in partnership with leading museums and galleries, as well as other organisations in London, to celebrate the Royal Society’s anniversary and explore the impact of science within the wider cultural landscape.

· The Local Heroes programme - the Society will be working with over sixty museums and galleries around the UK to celebrate their local scientific heroes, whether they are pioneers of the industrial age, geniuses that changed the way we see the world today or contemporary scientists finding solutions to today’s problems.

· Publication of special editions of the Society’s scientific journals and a popular book, Seeing further: The Story Of Science & The Royal Society, edited by Bill Bryson and published by Harper Press, which covers the unique history of science and scientific issues of the last 350 years. 

· A diverse range of other elements, including publication of a variety of policy reports, educational events and grants, research grants and international events and conferences

· More information about the anniversary year can be found at  www.royalsociety.org
